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Tuscany was blessed with unusually abundant harvests. At
the same time Cosimo's temperate and tolerant disposition
made him respected and liked by the people, notwithstanding
the undesirable results of a weak rule. And though forced to
live a very quiet life, he did not shut himself up in gloomy
.seclusion, but continued to take interest in the amusements
,of the people and in social festivities, even though able him-
self to take little part in them. He also encouraged Art and
Literature with all the zeal of his race, making various valu-
able additions to the family collections.

The political events of Cosimo's reign were few. His chief
interest was in his navy, and he took every opportunity of
adding to its strength and efficiency. In the construction of
new ships he received much assistance from Sir Robert Dud-
ley,21 who had taken refuge at Leghorn and had great talents
for shipbuilding. He invented for Cosimo various new de-
scriptions of ships of war; but it was eventually decided that
for the Mediterranean warfare the galleys propelled by oars
were better adapted than any other pattern of ship. Cosimo
sent his fleet, led by the knights of Santo Stefano, to assist the
Druses against the Turks, and in this service they won still
further renown. On only one occasion was Cosimo involved in
a dispute with another country which threatened to produce
serious consequences. When in 1617 Louis XIII threw off
his mother's authority he caused her chief Minister, Concini,
to be assassinated, and transferred the property of the mur-
dered man to his own favourite, De Luynes. Cosimo took up
the cause of Concini's son, refused to recognise the confisca-
tion of property decreed by the French courts, and demanded
that the murdered man's son should be allowed to inherit it.
Much ill-feeling followed between the two countries, and
mutual reprisals, which were only brought to an end by the
intervention of the Duke of Lorraine. The Thirty Years' War,
which began about a year before Cosimo's death, did not
affect Tuscany, which was steadily sinking into a position
of less and less importance in the affairs of Europe.